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e En France, en 2020 : plus
de 53 millions de BD
vendues (+9%)

https://www.actuabd.com

e Chiffre d’affaires : 600
millions d’euros

e En Suisse Romande : 7/10
meilleures ventes
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COMIC BOOKS ARENT JUST
ESCAPIST FANTASY. THENRE
SOPHISTICATED SOCIAL

CRITIQUES.
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« Apres le cinéma, elle a
acquis peu a peu la
dignite d’un art a part
entiére »... _—

« Il n’est pas une

question contemporaine
qui ne trouve sa traduction
dans l'univers de la bande
dessinée ».



Art Majeur ou Mineur ?

« La bande dessinée fait partie de « Quand on dit qu’il n’y pas d’
la culture, non seulement populaire, non seulement on réhabi urs

mais en plus on vide les autres »

mais aussi au sens noble du terme »

M. Serres' | A. Finkielkraut
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Evolution of the dentist’s image in Francophone comic strips. Part 1.

Remi Esclazsan, Pierre Baron, Mariane Fautrier, Gerald Bernardin , Jean-Noel Vergnes

Abstract: The aim of this article was to analyze the evolution of dentist’s representation in
francophone comics, historically from the seventies to the present day and their impact in terms
of societal patterns. Our hypothesis was that comics may cultivate a negative and caricatured image

of the dentist in the general public.

Keywords : Comics, odontology, history, dental treatment

Introduction

The demtist and demtal freatment have been
stigmatized for a long time in paintings, literature,
theater and cimema, which often portray screaming
or frightened patients and mcompetence of the
dental professional'. In the film mdustry for
instance, there are countless examples of films in
which the dentist is carcatured with mostly
negative aspects conceming pain and extractions”.
In painting, many examples can also be found n
museums, offering a subjective view of this
profession in which fear and humor share the same
space®. As part of this cultural heritage, the medium
of comics is a worthy heir to the tradition of
representing dentists through frightening or funny
situations and is also an interesting way to “take the
temperature” of the dentist’s image m a period of
time *. For Mc Cloud (1994) and Green (2013),
“comics refers to a medium that combines images
with a text, in sequence, to tell a story whers the
images complement and/or enhance the fext™™S.
Comics can come in a variety of formats (e.g. single
panel cartoon, comic strip, graphic novel), and may
be expressed via different genres (fiction‘mon-
fiction, comedy, romance, memoir, etc.). From a
medical point of view, comics facilitate empathy
between author and readers by “affering a portal
into the individual's experience of illness™.
According to Williams®, if medical stories in comics
are “nothing new”, health in general and odontology
in particular, have always had a place in the
universe of comics™ (Figure 1).

In this context, the aim of this article was to
analyze the evolution of the dentist’s image in
French-language comics from the 1930°s to the
present day and to analyze their evelution and their
impact n terms of societal patterns.

Material and methods

An iterative method has been applied, based on
VATIOUS SOUTCES:

DANS LES BANDES DESSINEES

Figure 1 : Cover from : Videlier P, Piras P. La
santé dans les bandes dessinées. Paris, ed. Frison-
Roche/CNES Ed. 1992, 191p.

Bubble franslafion: “He makes the second shot...
Aow! It's not the right one yet!

1) Bibliographical research on specialized
wehsites

a) www_bdmedicales com/etudes/theses him,
(which 15 the French “pubmed” of medical
comics, founded in 2005)

b) http-/www.graphicmedicine org/, the most
popular international website in graphic medicine
and

2) personal reading of French-language comics
by the authors and relatives with the two following
criteria: a) Dentist or dental surgeon must be clearly
represented and b) the odontological or medical
situation must be clearly represented and have
major impact of the story.

Results

Following the criteria, 18 stories published
between 1971 and 2014 were selected (Table 1)

Discussion

According to our hypothesis that comics may
cultivate a negative and cancatured image of dentist

&2
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A Evolution of the Dentists in Francophone Comic Strips. Part 2.
Cartoons in Clinical Situations

Remi Esclassan, Pierre Baron, Mariane Fautrier, Gerald Bernardin, Jean-Noel
Vergnes

Anaesthesia

In "Komigan", the septation is fanciful and

non-acadesmic but “hardly” efficient’. A charlatan
1s putting kis victms to sleep by means of a knock
on the head delivered by an accomplice A much
more realistic representation is shown by Lampil
(1976), in the “Poor, poor Lampil” story® In this
story, the handiing of the syringe is quite brutal but
efficient (Fizure 11)

This vision of an authoritarian dentist was
common in the seventies and conmbused to the bad
image of the dentist in the collective uncanscious
mind The medical use of nétrous oxide ar “laughing
gas” offerad the profession 2 new way to sedate the
patiant But it also gave ideas to comic artists, who
hadater.dzncvm “divert” it from its original
indication. In “The veil affair™ (« L affaire du
voile », Petillon, 2006), the dentist uses Jaughing

"txhzr pasoulm 1o relieve stress? (Figure
<)
Extractions

A tooth extraction is the clinical situaton most
frequently represented m comics with
odontologists. It is interesting to note the detadls of
tbee'zom:m andthepo;xuonofﬂ:e>m In
“Kom; gan”, it is represemted as quite
unconvendonal but very efficient (Fizure 13). But
the dentist can also be a wictim. In "L histoire en
bandes dessinses™ (Cicuendez, 1973), Cicuendez
related short stones thuthpevdmzhel-‘a:“est‘

16 Inas called “Le shenif mtrépide™
EF Gu::uepmﬁg])ﬂ" 2t i the 10th cenhary, a
criminal cowboy went to the demtist for am
exraction. But the dentist was frightensd and, under
pressure, extracted the wrong tooth ("A good ona!
I"ve taken a zood one out™) (Figure 14). To take his
[eVenge, zbe cowboy wmx:ec the dentist by
savagely extracting his seeth. Lampil and Cauvin
(2014), offered a more realistic representation of
what may have been an extraction duning the War
of Secession, in their comic series: “Les tuniques
bienes™ (“The blue tunscs™) *. It is mteresting to note
the position of the dentist faced with his patient and
how indispensable the help of the two heroes,

NE BOUGEZ RS/,

Figure 11. axtract from Lancgsl ot Cawvin. « Pacvre, pasvre
Lawgd ». Lo joxrnal de Spirox, n*1999. 1976 4144, Bubble

Tranzletion: '‘Don't move. Don't move”

Figure 12. cvsrast from Péollaw. o L'afflsire du voile . Paris,
od Alkin Mickel, 2005, p. I7.

1

(Dental Historian , january 2019)

(Dental Historian , july 2018)
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lll. Le Cabinet Dentaire

IV. La Clinique

V. La « Réputation »

(Tome et Janry . Le Petit spirou. C’est pas de ton dge. T. 9, 2000.)
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(Franz et Vicq . Korrigan : 'arracheur de dents. Journal de Tintin, 1975, N°149.)
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LE. PREMIER MATIN, JE TS VIE RENDRE AU STUDIO
POUR RENCONTRER LE DIRECTEUR QUE T
VAS REMPLACER,
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(G. Delisle : « Shenzen » 2000, Ed. L’Association.)
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(Bercovici et Cauvin . Les dentistes, Ed. Dupuis 2011.)



Il. La Salle d’Attente

(Tardi . Adéle Blanc-sec : Le mysteére des profondeurs, Ed. Casterman, 2007.)
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(Tardi . Adéle Blanc-sec : Le mystére des profondeurs, Ed. Casterman, 2007.)
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VOISIN ET DE NE PAS JOUER DU
SAXOPHONE DANS LES LIEUX
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(Edika. Relax Max. La journée d’un dentiste. T. 16, Ed. Fluide glacial, 1991.)
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(Edika. Relax Max. La journée d’un dentiste. T. 16, Ed. Fluide glacial, 1991.)
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(Bercovici et Cauvin . Les dentistes, Ed. Dupuis 2011.)




lll. Le cabinet dentaire

-7 nous deuty ! :
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(Tardi . Adéle Blanc-sec : Le mystére des profondeurs, Ed. Casterman, 2007.)



%
* -

(Tardi . Adéle Blanc-sec : Le mystére des profondeurs, Ed. Casterman, 2007.)




UN LABORATOIRE L. L 'EST 141,

SANES DOUTE, QUE SOLFATAKE

PRATIQUE SES MONSTIRUEUSES
DFEE-_\"WON'Q, o

(Franquin et Roba. Les aventures de Spirou et Fantasio.
T. 17 : Les petits formats, Ed. Dupuis, 1964.)

\ SPIROUETLES

(D’apres P. Daniez, Histoire de 'aménagement du cabinet dentaire)
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(Laudec et Cauvin. Cédric : Pépé se mouille. T.7. Ed. Dupuis, 1994)
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(Franz et Vicq . Korrigan : 'arracheur de dents. Journal de Tintin, 1975, N°149.)
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(Lampil et Cauvin. Pauvre, pauvre Lampil. Journal de Spirou, n°1999, 1976.) =%



BON, CAVA! JAI COMPRIS! JE NEVAIS
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RETOUR DES HIRONDELLES'.
HOPS! OUVREZ LA BOUCHE /..

w HAAA...

NE BOUVGEZ PAS...
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RAZA 1 PAS!
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(Lampil et Cauvin. Pauvre, pauvre Lampil. Journal de Spirou, n°1999, 1976.)
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(Lampil et Cauvin. Pauvre, pauvre Lampil. Journal de Spirou, n°1999, 1976.)
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(Pétillon. L’affaire du voile, Ed. Albin Michel, 2006.)
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e La Chirurgie Orale : les extractions
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(« Asterix et la Transitalique », Ed. Albert René, 2017)




(Franz et Vicq . Korrigan . L’arracheur de dents. Journal de Tintin, 1975, N°149.)
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(Franz et Vicq . Korrigan : 'arracheur de dents. Journal de Tintin, 1975, N°149.)




« Le Charlatan », Tiepolo, Louvre, 1754




(Jean thomas, « The Great Thomas »,
in L’art dentaire a travers la peinture,
P. Baron, 1996.)
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(Lampil et Cauvin. Les tuniques bleus: Les bleus se mettent au vert. T. 58, Ed. Dupuis, 2014.)



4 l
z“'

(Raoul Cauvin, 1938-2021)



—
—
j—
3

-

—
ad
==
—_
ey

(Walt Disney. Le journal de Mickey, n°89, 1954.)



(Walt Disney. 365 histoires de Mickey, Ed Hachette, 1977.)
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(Walt Disney. 365 histoires de Mickey, Ed Hachette, 1977.)
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Le journal de Spirou, N°1999, 1976.
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(Lampil et Cauvin. Pauvre, pauvre Lampil. Journal de Spirou, n°1999, 1976.)
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Les dentistes, Ed. Dupuis 2011.)

(Bercovici et Cauvin .
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(Morris et Gosciny. Lucky Luke : Western Circus, T.55, 1970.)
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e Les soins conservateurs
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(Tome et Janry. Le Petit spirou. C’est pas de ton dge. T. 9, 2000.)
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(Tome et Janry. Le Petit spirou. C’est pas de ton dge. T. 9, 2000.)
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(Zep. Titeuf: L’amour c’est pé propre, T.2, 2000.) ' =



MU MuGMUTMOGHUT

vaTmo e BONK vormuc

—

TN Mo BONK ke Eo»os

l"§

. ————

J/ LE JE0 "MACHOIRE DE PIERRE.,,
BET CoNFISQUE.... BT JE REDUIS

B OE MOIiE TES HEURES DE

(Midam. Kid Paddle. Apocalypse Boy, T.3. Ed. Dupuis, 1997.)
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LES CAHIERS D’ESTHER

Histoires de mes 13 ans

(Les cahiers d’Esther, R. Sattouf, 2019)
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(Les cahiers d’Esther, R. Sattouf, 2019)
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(Les cahiers d’Esther, R. Sattouf, 2019)
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Aparté sur la « petite souris »...
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Le Guide
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Sous won oreiller, (2
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de wonnaie ¢

shampooing

(Le Guide du mauvais pére,
Tome 1, Guy Delisle, 2012)
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(Gary Larson, the far side gallery, 1984)



V. La « réputation » : une image
positive ?

(Mol AusS| /7'A UN P
QUI ME FAIT ENRA
ALLEZ ME

(Natacha Hétesse de I'air : « Double vol », Ed. Dupuis 1973)



MERCI MILLE FoIS DoCTELR,
ET DONNEZ-MOI LE PLOMBAGE, |

ToUsS MES FAITS ETGESTES \ IL ME RESTAIT TROIS QUARTS
ONT ETE SURVEILLES D'HEURE POLIR REGAGNER
JUSQU'A CE QUE TE LEUR | L'AVION ! T'Al JOUE LE TouT
REMETrE LA RANGON /. POUR LE TOUT ET JAl
RELISSI A ME PAIRE ENLEVER
LE DANGERELX PLOMBAGE
PAR UN BRAVE DENTISTE /.

(Natacha Hétesse de I'air : « Double vol », Ed. Dupuis 1973)



Un bon dentiste ?







VI. Conclusions

e |’odontologie a toute sa place dans |la bande dessinée.

e |'évolution de la profession colle a I'actualité.

e Meétier technique et médical qui inspire les dessinateurs
(M. Fautrier, 2010)



AHIQUEL METIER!... DITES DONC, Vous
NE FAITES PAS UNE ANESTHESIE 2...

En : N @ Y une AnesTHRss ..

QU'EST-CE QUE CEST 7

1962 .o 4:’ | o 7 B immne = 5

MAIS, CES GENS SONT
DBES SAUVAGES!

. BIEN SUR, NO5 APPAREILS
CHIRURGICAUX FONCTIONNENT AUX
ULTRA-SONS. NOUS PRATIQUONS
TOQUTES NOS OPERATIONS SANS

SECTIONNER LES TISSUS ET
SANS EFFUSION DE SANG.

(Fedor. Les naufragés de I'an 3000. 1962, Ed. du Lombard)



Grande place aux situations comiques
et a la caricature.

Parfois sympathique, parfois inquiétant
mais aujourd’hui : compétent et
rassurant

Bande dessinée : support

« transgénérationnel ».
AAAAH!

PAS LE
DENTISTE!

|déale pour faire passer des messages
de prévention et d’hygiene : image plus
« positive » de la profession

s loisirs, 2010)



Prévention

Yes, you get a
free toothbrush

when you visit me
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Depuis ce moment-la, il parait
que sous leur oreiller, le matin,
a la place de leur dent,

les enfants trouvent le cadeau

de la Souris-des-Dents, et
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ONT JE ME LE
RAVPEUE T

(Cabu, 1938-2015)
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Merci de
votre
attention!

Si vous souhaitez les
références d’un
ouvrage... ou m’en
suggérer de nouvelles :
esclassan.r@gmail.com

Merci a Jean Yves Ferri



